
Imagine living in a community where 
all ear-tipped cats impounded at the 
city shelter get out alive — either by 
going back home to their neighborhood, 
by being placed up for adoption, or by 
being relocated to a barn or warehouse or 
garden shop to be cared for by people who 
want them.

Imagine living in a community 
where animal control officers contact the 
local TNR group before impounding 
stray cats and works with them and the 
neighborhood to develop solutions other 
than impounding for stray cat complaints.

Imagine living in a community where 
all stray cats can be spayed or neutered for 
just what their caretaker can donate.

Happy thoughts, huh?

Welcome to Louisville.

Through cooperative work with 
Metro Animal Services and the Kentucky 
Humane Society, and through grant 
support received from PetSmart Charities, 
the Shamrock Foundation, Pet Groups 
United, and others, Alley Cat Advocates is 
pushing the envelope on the development 
of progressive, life-saving programs in 
order to transform our community into 
one of the safest places for cats to live. 

Whether we’re supporting the 
Kentucky Humane Society’s Barn Cat 
Program, enjoying the opportunity to 
ride-along with Metro Animal Services’ 
officers into the community to advocate 
for alternative solutions to trapping and 
killing cats, or working through our 
BIG FIX and Alley Cat Neighborhoods 
Program to get more and more cats spayed 
and neutered, it is all good work toward 
a wonderful, happy life for lucky, lucky 
Kentuckiana cats! And THANK YOU for 
your role in that reality!

Just Imagine . . .

What To Do, What To Do?
The question.

What should we do, as a Trap-Neuter-Return group, 
using money YOU’VE donated to us, when one of 
the cats needing to be spayed or neutered comes to 
us with a critical injury? (For discussion purposes, let’s 
say it is a huge bite wound on the cat’s neck that is open 
and infected.)

We can (1) humanely euthanize the kitty, (2) ignore 
the bite wound, neuter the kitty, and return him home, 
or (3) treat the bite wound and then neuter the kitty and 
return him home.

Those of us responsible for spending your money spend 
a lot of time thinking about this. Money is tight and we 
want it to be put to the best use possible. And we want to 
continue to exist as a group — trust me, times ARE really 
tough — so we need to be smart about every penny.

So what do we do?
We do number 3: We treat the bite wound, neuter the 

kitty, and return him home.
Of the three approaches, this is absolutely the most 

expensive. While an infected bite wound is typically not 
too expensive to fix, an eye that needs to be removed or 
a leg that needs to be amputated or a cat that needs to be 
treated for severe flea anemia can be VERY costly.

But we value each and every cat that crosses our path, 
no matter what baggage he or she brings with him. The cat 

with the leg that just absolutely must be amputated lest she 
die of gangrene or the cat with the eye that has probably 
hurt so, so much for weeks and weeks, needs our care and 
attention (and spay/neuter help!) just as much as the robust 
tough guy in the trap beside them.

So we ask you 
for funds to support 
what we feel we 
must do — work 
to make each and 
every cat healthy 
enough to be spayed 
or neutered and 
healthy enough to 
make it through the 
upcoming season. 
Anything less just 
doesn’t seem right.

So read and 
enjoy Billie’s story on page 3 and if you agree with our 
approach, please consider helping by donating to the Billie 
Emergency Fund — the fund that supports this part of our 
work. The cats are counting on us — each and every one 
of them.

 Karen Little, President

“ We value each and every cat that crosses our path, 
no matter what baggage he or she brings with him.”

Try volunteering! 
With as little as 3 hours a 

month you can help dramatically 
improve a huge number of cats’ 
lives. Call us at 502-634-8777 
or e-mail us at contactus@
alleycatadvocates.org to learn 
the time and location of our next 
Volunteer Orientation. You’ll be 

amazed at what it will do for you, 
as well.

Purchase a Kroger card!
Sounds like it must cost 

something but it doesn’t! Send 
us $5 and we’ll send you back a 
Kroger Gift Card with your $5 on 
it. Every time you re-load the card 
at Kroger, we earn 4 cents for 
every dollar you put on the card. 
It really adds up — and the cats 
benefit each and every time you 
use your card!

2011
Calendar
of  Events

BIG FIX Schedule
(By appointment only)

January 9

February 6

February 27

March 20

April 10

May 15

June 5

August 28

September 18

October 9

October 30

November 20

December 11

The Cat’s Meow
(Our signature 
fund-raising event)

In September — watch 
for the exact date on 
our website.

Volunteer 
Orientations

Call for dates and times.

Two ways to help without 
donating money!!!
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Worried but lucky, we’ll treat his leg



4. Cut out a doorway in the Styrofoam 
interior wall where the doorway 
has been cut out already in the 
storage bin.

5. Stuff the bottom of the bin with 
straw or other insulating material 
(not blankets or towels!) to hold 
the Styrofoam wall pieces in place.

6. Cut out a Styrofoam “roof” to 
rest on top of the Styrofoam 
wall pieces.

7. Cover the bin with its lid.

This shelter is easy to clean by taking 
off the lid and the Styrofoam roof. It’s also 
lightweight and may need to be weighed 
down. A flap over the door way is optional.

For additional ideas on shelters, see our 

website at www.alleycatadvocates.org 

under Shelters for Outside Cats or Alley 

Cat Allies’ website at www.alleycat.org. 

Type in a search for Feral Cat Shelters 

for some great pictures!

An Easy to Make, Inexpensive 
Outdoor Shelter for the Cats 

Billie’s Happy Story

TIP’S TIP

Water. We need it and the cats need it.

For healthy, happy cats, change their water frequently, especially in 
the cold weather when the water is likely to freeze.

And remember, straw is both the BEST and LEAST EXPENSIVE 
bedding for the cats. There is a reason it has been used in barns for 
thousands of years!

And what a happy story it is to share! Well, it starts 
out sad but then it gets happy. In the summer of 2001, 
several of our volunteers were busy trapping, altering, 
and returning cats in a block where a momma cat lived. 
A neighbor watched this momma cat carefully moving 
her kittens over a wood privacy fence. Under the weight 
of one of her kittens, however, she fell and caught her 
leg between two wooden slats. It was severely broken. 
The nice man watching her came to her rescue or so he 
hoped. The momma, in pain and scared for herself and 
her kittens, fought the man, bit him, and scampered away 
with her very painful leg. After many long hours and much 
neighborhood reconnaissance work over the next three 
weeks, an Alley Cat Advocates volunteer finally trapped the 
momma cat. By then, it was clear that the momma would 
die unless the leg was amputated. 

At that time, thanks to many generous donations, Alley 
Cat Advocates had the funds available for the procedure. As 
a result, today, 9 years later, Billie, as she is now known 
after the man who first tried to help her, is a feisty three-
legged girl with no more wood privacy fences in her way 
— just sunshine and kitty friends filling her day.

We were glad that we didn’t have to make the decision 
to euthanize Billie due to lack of funds to pay for her 
amputation. But we recognized that this situation would 
probably arise again. And we didn’t want to find ourselves 
without funds as we might have to make a different 
decision. To help prevent such an outcome, we established 
a special fund in Billie’s honor to cover the cost of just such 

life saving procedures for the cats we’ve trapped to spay and 
neuter. If you’d like to help future Billies please consider 
supporting the Billie Emergency Fund. Just write Billie on 
your check or donation slip and we’ll dedicate your funds 
to cats like her. And the cats thank you for making their 
lives better by leaps and bounds!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Karen Little

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Betty Brown
Beth Francke
Mary Jackson
Jane Peters
Jessica Pitts
Pam Rogers
Corinna Stephens
Alexis Wallace, DVM

MISSION
To provide for the 
humane treatment 
of  unowned cats by 
directing a safe, 
high-volume, cost 
effective Trap-Neuter-
Return program 

To be removed from 
the mailing list, 
please call us at 
(502) 634-8777. 

Alley Cat Advocates 
honors your privacy. 
We neither give, sell, 
nor loan our mailing 
list to anyone.

Purchase a large Rubbermaid storage 
bin (a.k.a. storage tote) with a removable 
lid. It’s important the brand is Rubbermaid 
or otherwise the plastic walls may crack in 
frigid temperatures. You’ll also need an 
eight foot by two foot sheet of one-inch 
thick hard Styrofoam, a yardstick, a box 
cutter and hay, straw, or other insulating 
material. Then assemble as follows:

1. Cut a doorway six inches by six 
inches in one of the long sides of 
the bin towards the corner. Cut the 
opening so that the bottom of the 
doorway is several inches above the 
ground to prevent flooding. 

2. Line the floor of the bin with 
a piece of Styrofoam, using the 
yardstick and box cutter to cut out 
the piece. You don’t need an exact 
fit, but as close as you can.

3. In similar fashion, line each of the 
four interior walls of the bin with 
a piece of the Styrofoam. Again, 
perfect cuts are not necessary. 
Leave a gap of three inches 
between the top of these Styrofoam 
“wall pieces” and the upper lip of 
the bin.
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4. Cut out a doorway in the Styrofoam 
interior wall where the doorway 
has been cut out already in the 
storage bin.

5. Stuff the bottom of the bin with 
straw or other insulating material 
(not blankets or towels!) to hold 
the Styrofoam wall pieces in place.
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rest on top of the Styrofoam 
wall pieces.

7. Cover the bin with its lid.

This shelter is easy to clean by taking 
off the lid and the Styrofoam roof. It’s also 
lightweight and may need to be weighed 
down. A flap over the door way is optional.

For additional ideas on shelters, see our 

website at www.alleycatadvocates.org 

under Shelters for Outside Cats or Alley 

Cat Allies’ website at www.alleycat.org. 

Type in a search for Feral Cat Shelters 

for some great pictures!

An Easy to Make, Inexpensive 
Outdoor Shelter for the Cats 

Billie’s Happy Story

TIP’S TIP

Water. We need it and the cats need it.

For healthy, happy cats, change their water frequently, especially in 
the cold weather when the water is likely to freeze.

And remember, straw is both the BEST and LEAST EXPENSIVE 
bedding for the cats. There is a reason it has been used in barns for 
thousands of years!

And what a happy story it is to share! Well, it starts 
out sad but then it gets happy. In the summer of 2001, 
several of our volunteers were busy trapping, altering, 
and returning cats in a block where a momma cat lived. 
A neighbor watched this momma cat carefully moving 
her kittens over a wood privacy fence. Under the weight 
of one of her kittens, however, she fell and caught her 
leg between two wooden slats. It was severely broken. 
The nice man watching her came to her rescue or so he 
hoped. The momma, in pain and scared for herself and 
her kittens, fought the man, bit him, and scampered away 
with her very painful leg. After many long hours and much 
neighborhood reconnaissance work over the next three 
weeks, an Alley Cat Advocates volunteer finally trapped the 
momma cat. By then, it was clear that the momma would 
die unless the leg was amputated. 

At that time, thanks to many generous donations, Alley 
Cat Advocates had the funds available for the procedure. As 
a result, today, 9 years later, Billie, as she is now known 
after the man who first tried to help her, is a feisty three-
legged girl with no more wood privacy fences in her way 
— just sunshine and kitty friends filling her day.

We were glad that we didn’t have to make the decision 
to euthanize Billie due to lack of funds to pay for her 
amputation. But we recognized that this situation would 
probably arise again. And we didn’t want to find ourselves 
without funds as we might have to make a different 
decision. To help prevent such an outcome, we established 
a special fund in Billie’s honor to cover the cost of just such 

life saving procedures for the cats we’ve trapped to spay and 
neuter. If you’d like to help future Billies please consider 
supporting the Billie Emergency Fund. Just write Billie on 
your check or donation slip and we’ll dedicate your funds 
to cats like her. And the cats thank you for making their 
lives better by leaps and bounds!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Karen Little

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Betty Brown
Beth Francke
Mary Jackson
Jane Peters
Jessica Pitts
Pam Rogers
Corinna Stephens
Alexis Wallace, DVM

MISSION
To provide for the 
humane treatment 
of  unowned cats by 
directing a safe, 
high-volume, cost 
effective Trap-Neuter-
Return program 

To be removed from 
the mailing list, 
please call us at 
(502) 634-8777. 

Alley Cat Advocates 
honors your privacy. 
We neither give, sell, 
nor loan our mailing 
list to anyone.

Purchase a large Rubbermaid storage 
bin (a.k.a. storage tote) with a removable 
lid. It’s important the brand is Rubbermaid 
or otherwise the plastic walls may crack in 
frigid temperatures. You’ll also need an 
eight foot by two foot sheet of one-inch 
thick hard Styrofoam, a yardstick, a box 
cutter and hay, straw, or other insulating 
material. Then assemble as follows:

1. Cut a doorway six inches by six 
inches in one of the long sides of 
the bin towards the corner. Cut the 
opening so that the bottom of the 
doorway is several inches above the 
ground to prevent flooding. 

2. Line the floor of the bin with 
a piece of Styrofoam, using the 
yardstick and box cutter to cut out 
the piece. You don’t need an exact 
fit, but as close as you can.

3. In similar fashion, line each of the 
four interior walls of the bin with 
a piece of the Styrofoam. Again, 
perfect cuts are not necessary. 
Leave a gap of three inches 
between the top of these Styrofoam 
“wall pieces” and the upper lip of 
the bin.

Page 2  Page3

Alley Cat Advocates
#204

3044 Bardstown Rd
Louisville, KY  40205

(502) 634-8777

Email:
Contactus@alleycatadvocates.org

Website:
www.alleycatadvocates.org

AC_31-0003_KYAC2
11BBDNEW Feb 11 Newsletter
Element:  INS (inside - page 2)
Form Size:  17” x 11” Folds to:  in half, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67”
Inks:  CMYK Stock:  60# White Offset
DO NOT PRINT RGB KEYLINES OR TYPE

AC_31-0003_KYAC2
11BBDNEW Feb 11 Newsletter
Element:  INS (inside - page 3)
Form Size:  17” x 11” Folds to:  in half, and then in thirds = 8.5” x ~3.67”
Inks:  CMYK Stock:  60# White Offset
DO NOT PRINT RGB KEYLINES OR TYPE

AC_31-0003_KYAC2

life saving procedures for the cats we’ve trapped to spay and 



Imagine living in a community where 
all ear-tipped cats impounded at the 
city shelter get out alive — either by 
going back home to their neighborhood, 
by being placed up for adoption, or by 
being relocated to a barn or warehouse or 
garden shop to be cared for by people who 
want them.

Imagine living in a community 
where animal control officers contact the 
local TNR group before impounding 
stray cats and works with them and the 
neighborhood to develop solutions other 
than impounding for stray cat complaints.

Imagine living in a community where 
all stray cats can be spayed or neutered for 
just what their caretaker can donate.

Happy thoughts, huh?

Welcome to Louisville.

Through cooperative work with 
Metro Animal Services and the Kentucky 
Humane Society, and through grant 
support received from PetSmart Charities, 
the Shamrock Foundation, Pet Groups 
United, and others, Alley Cat Advocates is 
pushing the envelope on the development 
of progressive, life-saving programs in 
order to transform our community into 
one of the safest places for cats to live. 

Whether we’re supporting the 
Kentucky Humane Society’s Barn Cat 
Program, enjoying the opportunity to 
ride-along with Metro Animal Services’ 
officers into the community to advocate 
for alternative solutions to trapping and 
killing cats, or working through our 
BIG FIX and Alley Cat Neighborhoods 
Program to get more and more cats spayed 
and neutered, it is all good work toward 
a wonderful, happy life for lucky, lucky 
Kentuckiana cats! And THANK YOU for 
your role in that reality!

Just Imagine . . .

What To Do, What To Do?
The question.

What should we do, as a Trap-Neuter-Return group, 
using money YOU’VE donated to us, when one of 
the cats needing to be spayed or neutered comes to 
us with a critical injury? (For discussion purposes, let’s 
say it is a huge bite wound on the cat’s neck that is open 
and infected.)

We can (1) humanely euthanize the kitty, (2) ignore 
the bite wound, neuter the kitty, and return him home, 
or (3) treat the bite wound and then neuter the kitty and 
return him home.

Those of us responsible for spending your money spend 
a lot of time thinking about this. Money is tight and we 
want it to be put to the best use possible. And we want to 
continue to exist as a group — trust me, times ARE really 
tough — so we need to be smart about every penny.

So what do we do?
We do number 3: We treat the bite wound, neuter the 

kitty, and return him home.
Of the three approaches, this is absolutely the most 

expensive. While an infected bite wound is typically not 
too expensive to fix, an eye that needs to be removed or 
a leg that needs to be amputated or a cat that needs to be 
treated for severe flea anemia can be VERY costly.

But we value each and every cat that crosses our path, 
no matter what baggage he or she brings with him. The cat 

with the leg that just absolutely must be amputated lest she 
die of gangrene or the cat with the eye that has probably 
hurt so, so much for weeks and weeks, needs our care and 
attention (and spay/neuter help!) just as much as the robust 
tough guy in the trap beside them.

So we ask you 
for funds to support 
what we feel we 
must do — work 
to make each and 
every cat healthy 
enough to be spayed 
or neutered and 
healthy enough to 
make it through the 
upcoming season. 
Anything less just 
doesn’t seem right.

So read and 
enjoy Billie’s story on page 3 and if you agree with our 
approach, please consider helping by donating to the Billie 
Emergency Fund — the fund that supports this part of our 
work. The cats are counting on us — each and every one 
of them.

 Karen Little, President

“ We value each and every cat that crosses our path, 
no matter what baggage he or she brings with him.”

Try volunteering! 
With as little as 3 hours a 

month you can help dramatically 
improve a huge number of cats’ 
lives. Call us at 502-634-8777 
or e-mail us at contactus@
alleycatadvocates.org to learn 
the time and location of our next 
Volunteer Orientation. You’ll be 

amazed at what it will do for you, 
as well.

Purchase a Kroger card!
Sounds like it must cost 

something but it doesn’t! Send 
us $5 and we’ll send you back a 
Kroger Gift Card with your $5 on 
it. Every time you re-load the card 
at Kroger, we earn 4 cents for 
every dollar you put on the card. 
It really adds up — and the cats 
benefit each and every time you 
use your card!
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